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4th Floor, St Johns House
Union Street
Dudley
DY2 8PP
joanne.gutteridge@dudley.nhs.uk 

7 October 2011 




FAO:	Practices signed up to the LES Diabetes 2011-2012




Dear Colleague
 
Dr Dale has informed me that 1 patient has been upset that they have been called out of the blue to be asked if they want to stop hospital appointments and attend the GP surgery instead. 
 
It is important to provide care in the most appropriate setting for the patient, and just as we would only refer patients to a service that, in our professional opinion, believe is most appropriate for that patient's condition, so we would expect secondary care to discharge the patient back to us once they no longer need specialist input.  I would like to remind those participating in the LES of the below statement:
 
"Review on an annual basis all patients who are currently under the care of a consultant diabetiologist (9NN8) to assess the ongoing appropriateness of a specialist intervention and GP to write to the Consultant to consider discharge if clinically appropriate" 
 
In my surgery I am asking patients when seen at their diabetes review if they are under hospital follow up. If they are I am looking at their records and discussing with them whether or not they need to attend the hospital. If we (myself and the patient) feel they don't need to attend I am sending a letter to their consultant.
 
Please remember that there is no target on this statement in the LES. 
  
Please contact us if you have any queries on this, any other aspect of the LES or if you have any thoughts / ideas on diabetes in Dudley. 

Yours sincerely

 
 
Helen Moran GP Lead for Diabetes
Joanne Gutteridge Commissioner for Diabetes

Dudley Clinical Commissioning Group is a subcommittee of Dudley PCT Board. They hold the responsibility for commissioning
 the majority of the healthcare used by Dudley people Chair: Dr David Hegarty Chief Executive: Robert Bacon (Black Country Cluster)

image1.png
NHS

Dudley Clinical
Commissioning Group




