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To: All General Practitioners

Cc: Directors of Public Health
	Consultant Microbiologists
	Infection Control Teams
	Principal Environmental Health Officers


Dear Colleagues

Reminder: 
Changes to the Public Health Protection Legislation 2010 Regarding Notifiable Diseases 

I am writing to remind you of changes to the law relating to notifications and other public health functions which came into force last year; you will already have been informed of this by the Department of Health. 

The newly published Health Protection Regulations 2010 continue the long-standing requirement of all registered medical practitioners to notify the Proper Officer of suspected cases of specified infectious diseases.  The new list of notifiable diseases is given in Appendix A.  

The new Regulations also require registered medical practitioners to notify:

· Cases of other infections not included in Schedule 1 if they present, or could present, significant harm to human health (e.g. emerging or new infections);
· Cases of environmental contamination, such as with chemicals or radiation, that may present or could present significant harm to human health, e.g. carbon monoxide poisoning;
· Cases of patients who die with, but not necessarily because of, a notifiable disease or other infections or contamination that presents, or could present, significant harm to human health e.g. chickenpox in a healthcare worker, parvovirus B19 in pregnant woman, scabies in a nursing home.

As before, registered medical practitioners should not wait for laboratory confirmation before notification.  The registered medical practitioners should fax/post a written notification to the Proper Officer of the Local Authority so that it is received within three days of the infection/contamination first being suspected.  All notifications should be sent to Health Protection Agency, West Midlands West HPU, Elgar House, Green Street, Kidderminster DY10 1JF or faxed to secure fax number 01562 756302.  However, if the case requires urgent notification it should be notified by telephone (01562 756300) as soon as possible, followed by written notification within three days.
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Please find enclosed a paper copy of the notification form which can be photocopied or, if you would prefer, an electronic copy can be obtained from:  

http://www.hpa.org.uk/ProductsServices/LocalServices/WestMidlands/RegionalPublications/

or by contacting the Unit.  The new list of notifiable diseases is on the form.   

Links to the updated legislation and guidance can be found at the Department of Health website:
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_114510

Many thanks for your assistance.

Yours sincerely



DR DAVID KIRRAGE
Unit Director

Enc/
The contents of this document may contain confidential information. If you are not the intended addressee any disclosure, reproduction or other dissemination or use of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this transmission in error please contact us immediately.
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